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Emunéa naris homo, - Hor, 


2HE following letter will, I fear, difoblige 
seap 2 great many of my readers, as it ftrikes at a 
<6 cuftom which perhaps they may reckon very 
inoffenfive ; though like all others it may 
fometimes be indulged to an excefs. How- 
ever, as I confefs MyseLF not entirely excluded from the 
cenfure, I fhall fay nothing on the fubject, but leave my 
correfpondent to {peak for himfelf, 





To Mr. TOW UN. 
SIR, 


Know not whether you yourfelf are addicted to a filthy 
‘practice, which is frequent among all ranks of people, 
though deteftable even among the loweft. ‘The practice I 
mean is that of fnuff-taking ; which I cannot help regarding 
aga national plague, that like another epidemical diftem per 
S ff has 
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has taken hold of our nofes, You authors may perhaps 
claim it as a priviledge, fince {nuff is fuppofed by you to 
whet the invention, and every one is not poffefied of BavEs’s 
| admirable receipt, the ‘ Spirit of Brains :’’—but give me 
leave to tell you, that fnuff fhould no more be adminiftered 
in public, than that of Major’s medicinal compofition at 
fourpence a pinch, or any other dofe of phyfick. I know 
not why. people fhould be allowed to annoy their friends 
and acquaintance by fmearing their nofes with a dirty pow- 











der, any more than in ufing an eye-water, or rubbing their 
teeth with a dentifrice. 


Ir a ftranger to this nafty cuftom was to obferve almoft 
every one “ drawing out his pouncet-box, and ever and 
““ anon giving it to his nofe,”’ he would be led to conclude, 
that we were no better than a nation” of Hottentots ; and 
that every one was obliged to cram his noftrils with a 
quantity of fcented dirt, to fence them from the difagree- 
able effluvias of the reft of the company, Indeed it 
might not be abfurd in fuch a ftranger to imagine, that the 
perfon he converfed with took {nuff, for the fame reafon 
that another might prefs his noftrils together between his 
finger and thumb, to exclude an ill fmell, 


Ir is cuftomary among thofe polite people the Dutch, 
to carry with them every where their fhort dingy pipes, and 
fmoak and {pit about a room even in the prefence of ladies, 
This piece of good-breeding, however ridiculous it may 
feem, is not furely more offenfive to good manners than 
the practice of {nuff-taking : a very Dutchman would think 
it odd, that a people who pretend to politenefs fhould-be 
continually f{nuffing up a parcel of tobacco duft; nor can JF: 


help laughing, when I fee a man every minute ftealing 
eut a dirty muckender, then fneaking it in again, as much 


afhamed 
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afhamed of his pocket companion, as he would be to carry 
a difhclout about him, 


Ir is indeed impoffible to go into any large company 
without being difturbed by this abominable practice. .The 
church and the playhoufe continually echoe with this mu- 
fick of the nofe, and in every corner you may hear them in 
concert fnuffling, {neezing, hawking, and grunting like a 
drove of hogs. The moft pathetic fpeech in a tragedy 
has been interrupted by the blowing of nofes in. the front 
and fide boxes; and I have known a whole congregation 
fuddenly raifed from their knees in the middle of a prayer 
by the violent coughing of an old lady, who has been almoft 
choaked bya pinch of {nuff in giving vent to an ejacula~ 
tion. A celebrated actor has fpoiled his voice by this abfurd 
treatment of his nofe, which has made_his -articulation: 
like the hum of a bag-pipe ; andthe parfon of our: parif lr 
is often forced to break off in the middle of a period to 
fnort behind his white handkerchief. 


Is it not a wonder, Mr. Town, that fnuff, which is cer- 
tainly an enemy to drefs, fhould yet gain admittance among 
thofe who have no other merit than their cloaths?. I'am. 
not to be told, that your men of fafhion take {nuff only to 
difplay a white hand perhaps, or the brilliancy of a dia- 
mond ring: and I am confident that numbers would never 
have defiled themfelves with the ufe of fnuff, had they not’ 
been feduced by the charms of a fafhionable box. The 
man of tafte takes his Stra/burgh veritable tabac from a right 
Paris paper-box, and the pretty fellow ufes a box of po- 
lifhed metal, that by often opening it he may have the op- 


portunity of ftealing a glance at his own {weet perfon reflected 
in the lid of it. 


THOUGH 
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Tuoucu I abhor fnuff-taking myfelf, and. would as foon 
be fmothered in a cloud raifed by fmoking tobacco as I 
would willingly fuffer the leaft atom of it to tickle my nofe, 
yet am I expofed to many difgufting inconveniences from the 
ufe of it by others. Sometimes I am choaked by drawing 
in with my breath fome of the fineft particles together 
with the air; and I am frequently fet a {neezing by the odo- 
rous effluvias arifing from the boxes that furround me. 
But it is not only my olfactory fenfe that is offended: you 
will ftare when I tell you, that I am forced to tafte, and 
even to eat and drink this abominable fnuff. If I drink 
tea with a certain lady, I generally perceive what efcapes 
from her fingers fwimming at the top of my cup ; but it is 
always attributed to the foulnefs of the milk or drofs of the 
fugar : I never dine at a particular friend’s houfe, but I am 
fure to have as much rappee as pepper with my turnips ; 
nor can I drink my table-beer out of the fame mug with 
him, for fear of coughing from his {nuff, if not the liquor, 
going the wrong way. Such eternal fnuff-takers as my friend 
fhould, I think, at meal-times have a fcreen flapping down 
over the nofe and mouth, under which they might convey 
their food, as you may have feen at the Mafquerade : at leaft 
they fhould be feparated from the reft of the company, and 
placed by themfelves at the fide-table like the children, 


Tus practice of fnuff-taking, however inexcufable in 
the men, is {till more abominable in the other fex. - Neat- 
nefs and cleanlinefs ought to be always cultivated among the 
women ; but nothing is more oppofite to clean linnen than 
this trick of bedawbing themfelves with fnuff. I have with 
pain obferved the fnow-white furface of an handkerchief or 
apron fullied with the fcatterings from the fnufFbox; and 
whenever I fee a lady befmeared thus with Scotch or Hgvgn- 
nab, I confider her as no cleanlier than the kitchen wench 
{couring 
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fcouriag her brafles, and begrimed with brickduft and ful- 
ler’s earth. ‘Houfewifely accomplifhments are at prefent 
feldom required ia a well-bred woman: or elfe I fhould 
little expect to fiad notablenefé in a wife who keeps up {uch 
a conftanht correfpondence between her fingers and nofe ; 
nor indeed would any one think her hands at all fit to be 


employed in making a pudding. 


Ir fhould be remembered by the younger part of your 
fair readers, Mr. Town, that fnuff is an implacable enemy 
to the complexion, which in time is fure to take “a tinge 
from it: they fhould therefore be-as cautious of Acquiring a 
fallow hue from this bane of a fair fkin, as of being tanned 
or freckled by expofing their delicate faces to the {corching 
rays of the fun, Befides, as the nofe has been always reck- 
oned a principal if not the chief ornament of the face, they 
fhould be as careful to preferve the beauty of it as of any 
othet feature, and not fuffer it to be undermined or bloated 
by fo pernicious an application as fnuff-taking. For my 
own part, I fhould as foon admire a celebrated toaft with 
no nofe at all, as to fee it proftituted to fo vile a purpofe, 
They fhould alfo confider, that the nofe is fituated very near 
the lips: and what relifh can a lover find in the honey of 
the latter, if at the fame time he is obliged to come into 
clofe contact with the former. Rather than fnuff-taking 
fhould prevail among the ladies, I could with it were the 
fafhion for them to wear rings in their nofes like the favage 


nations : nay, I would even carry it ftill farther, and oblige 
thofe pretty females, who could be {till flaves to fnuff, to 
have their noftrils bored through as well their ears, and in- 
ftead of jewels to bear rolls of pigtail bobbing over their 


upper lips. 
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We cannot otherwife account for this fafhion among the 
women fo unnatural to their fex, than that they want em- 
ployment for their hands, It was formerly no reflection 
for a young lady to be feen in the beft company bufied with 
her work: but a girl now a days would as foon be furprized 
in twirling a {pinning wheel as in handling a thread-paper. 
The fan or the fnuff-box are now the only implements they 
dare to ufe in publick: yet furely it would be much more 
becoming to have the fore-finger pricked and fcarified with 
the point of a needle, than to fee it embrowned with 
{queezing Paris a filthy pinch of fnuff. 


I uAve faid enough, I dare fay, already to make many 
of your readers turn up their nofes at me in difdain ; but 
however let them take /nuff as much as they will, you may 
depend on the good word of one at leaft, and that is 


Your humble fervant, &c. 
T 
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